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54) POWDER FILLING METHOD 

'57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To densely fill powder in a container without using a large device 
>r apparatus by a method wherein an auxiliary vessel is mounted on a filling 
)ort of the container main body to fill powder, and dismounted after the 
jowder in the auxiliary vessel settles down into the container main body. 
CONSTITUTION: After an auxiliary vessel 12 is mounted on a container 11 
and the tare is measured, powder material 14 is filled by a filling equipment 
1 3. Then, the gross weight is measured to check whether or not the 
specified amount of powder material is filled. When the powder material 
settles down and the auxiliary vessel becomes empty, the auxiliary vessel is 
-emoved and the container is sealed. The auxiliary vessel preferably has a 
runnel-shaped bottom and the angle of the funnel-shape is preferably larger 
than 45°. A vibration may be given during settling step to stimulate settling 
:>f the powder material. This powder filling method is suitable for filling toner 
jsed in an image processing apparatus, and when this method is applied to a 
developer container of an image processing apparatus such as a copying 
machine, a printer, etc., the developer container can be made compact. 
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